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EEDOM'S FERRET 

. By JokM Mea-ri. 



hOWN. hi dowa the vsstk wot*, down the 
slopes of the Ojj:'q m what had one* 
-. Arkansas. It had w3d before tbe to- 
ft sad bombed and deecroyed. It ws# 

r bssdndi hf mDee stretched swamp sad 
t brad. Then wera bo bo w , ae dwefi- 
«r nswns. They bad aS beta 
r a vast t at a c s reigned, 
i thara. 

* oa the nwmntai ntop. secure ta 
- place. swreausd tbe old oeaaca- 

1 tbe boriaon. His aaaall shelter, brah 
ra^J^rs, wu h id d en ra tr*e lev 
From tbe air it looked v 
From tbe pacjad — anyon* 
e a - i have detected at .- 1- * - ■ - 
rrew mad* of plastic bun r, on Use 
wall for each eooerjraor*. There were ao ftraa. 
Tbe raacbraaa to safes tbeta bad been destro y ed. 

there were left bad been bid- 
Freedom, tbe {rest sshab>- 
cave. F r eedom was tbe central core of all 
and buried o m p os ts * of liberty. 

sounded. The watcher, clad 
forest freea, laid dawn tbe bmoco- 
down and uncovered what bad 
aaBtmry betel tltvpbooa. Wire*. 

"Freedom speaking," came the voie*. 

The bearded baas of tbe' watcher stretched 

- i 5e Ferret- Paaa ■ or d. please, be wbaspcred. 

e tbe reply over the 



Tbe Ferret cave the cooatcrword. Tbe ritaal 
we* not riiiniii lrliss The ra s ad e t* nsight dav 
ct*ff hip at any moment. Life in the Oaaika 
werrt oq anly from day to day. Tbe price for 
a dir of li b er ty waa cea s el ess vif^aoos. 

"AO's well." the Perm said. "No enemy craft 
c^bted except for tbe air expresses." 

" EMERGENCY." tbe operator at Freedom 
said. 

The Ferret stiffened 1 
ciea c o n cer ned the ecm 



"A spy was detected 
said. "H« name ems Zaboloa Haxxr." 

Till anil" Ibi Tain sill T i i i ji i' 
BaeaT" 

"As yoa know. He gar at li? wJ ia Freedom i-^* 

— . , ; j _ _- fr~r; OvTpci* :.i 

in Taaaeseee. We chec ke d. The reply came late 
last aifht- Tbcy never beard of him." 

Tbe Ferrer* a face crew grim. 

"He eacspedT* be demanded 

~He escaped" came the reefy. "He's beard of 
Tbe earn hi the small cava. He also knows be 
K* reca"pr tbe vsEey by tonight or face cap- 
tive Herar ia ais k mbeawr y 1 beaded your way. 
He eaey try to aaue tbe sbtp. End of emergency 
report. Be aa tbe alert. Term *~ 

Tbe Ferret ri placed fees harsapfscs. locked fa 
away safely aa took down hie bow and a narstar 
' of arrows. A few seeps and be waa oat m tbe 
open. Before him. tbe path stretched down and 
eroia^d His wary eye rovsd restlessly daees 
tbe sang, aadlma miles of forest and rumbled 
rock, Aamsex bss taa t iy be ttmsd. and hat band 
Sashed back and over baa shoulder to tbe quiver. 
Tbe arrow aotch warn ta the bctwstring. Tbe 

"Drop fa. hinbtlly *" 'A voice behind him 
barbed "Oakfc. ar TO bbast yoa with this beam 
fanf" 

Tbe Ferret disch a rg ed the arrow otto the 
grsand. He tossed tbe bow rata tbe fauahia. - 

"The ma vet. too T the faarsb veeae urged 

Whan be hast done that, the Ferret tamed. 

"Hagarr be said aoftfy. 1 wooder what your 
real ana • i 

Tbe stocky mac bef orf biro hold ta; tbe beam 



land. "Report." be said. 



■ ft make? To yoa I'm 
ZtboJon H ag — a w ) spy. To me yoa re aam- 
pcy savage artam. ary friend P 
The Ferret looked at H a gar . 
"Too want amaachmf,*" be asked. 
^WeVe z~ - £ to the cave and ret the sfata," 
Hagar rep&ed- "I found eat aboat the ship oaoy 
iscs aaey . A vfsJUanaten secret. * - - Hat eyes 
narrowed. "And yea wtB lead ceo as at. You 
know the way. Ferret Yon km 
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Tan fad task*," ha nd 
It txkxs mar* than furl to 



e tlx top* covered wtth bianche*. to pro- 
t th* wis t fai r . Tbe ship ia suayond 

" I hOSS." FcCTSt -t-..rl H« 

■ at tat tpy'* r 00 - Then be side* 
" t up -» i-—- H« threw bis 

i Mm ■ if, Th* Farm g ioa u c d as 
' Mmd Ms arm, Hagar laughed 

teach you to rsis* youz b a n d agaiaat 
=*. barters** T He showed bis tacts. Try it 
[*m iad I~H ben your eyrs outr" 
Tbe Ferret shrugged belpicssly. H« bsd coo* 
raa bwt, bat tas bum gun wss mvirjdbtc. Th* 
spy woald fca caa*. Freedom wss doomed. Ks 
knew wast foOowcd when spies located their 
ostpests: a rsia of atomic bombs. Obevion. 

The door of the ess* was made of wood. Tbe 
Ferret kicked k as. They west Then 
they ire a. A long, kHm shape pointmg its nose 
toward the dim light from the bole m tbe roof. 
An American flag wss i— over tbe aase. 

beam fan. blasted ecv- 
«ring from the. top of the k.twv Light s tr e am ed 
ax. With the Ferret atffl ahead, be walked to the 
open ports! of the inarlilni Hagar urged the 
Ferret irtaa ' 

be said rrudgmglj ha ■ - ■ - ' - 
=ig!y. "Not bad far aa Aasancaa craft." Hagar 
kmked around carioosfy as be stepped throw (h 
the portal. "Who made kr Iastsstty lights 
■prsac aa, asacaasary began to bam, 

"We facmd it ben when we cam* to Free- 
dom," th. Farm mid. "Some said k bad bees 
i*— t by asgaiMii of the aid government, that 
be iarssioa by your araaee prevented its first 
ajfct- 

Hegar'i eyes roved aboat the small control 



tbs Ferret i 
Tfiam ■ i 



pprovingjj, kma- 
> By a tnarhiae," 



I fan co ntra c ted ia anger, flushing. 
"What d oes a mere banter know af raachia- 
aryF* b* deasaaded. 1 or any of oar pso p U 
caald fly thai tnaattrte, We are set u»i£»» 
buried ia hiding plana bene ath the earth r Be 
laughed im pleasantry. 

"Get oct!" ha ordered. "Back to yoax Free- 
dom! Back to your d oomed valley. Tea naaot 
■icapt as I shalL Tbar* is so that' to escape 
bow. Wtthm aa hoar I shall bmd at oenpiad 
Washington and it* patch i fleet ta atom-bomb 
this entire area oat af existence P Hagar licked 
ass Up* craaQy. Too win sea Pncdom eaaiab 
ia flam* b efo re ^ou die yourse.1 r* 

The portal rjaaged shut babied tbe Farm. 
He lost ae time naming from th* cars. Bemad 
baa the a£3ock loomed, black aad aanaring, 
apaa bow to the sky. 

Faster he ran. back past the merry, ienghasg 
stream, back through • (or{c He thought af 
th* mp la si aa that would come as tba racket 
laaachsd itself with Higar ta it, thought of 
Freedom ■mashed flat by a ram of a t o tr jc firs. 

Then be cam* to • quiet plan among pfan. 
Ke stopped sad looked back 'toward tba hiTVrk 
He didn't bar* leeg to wait. 
Tbc earth ibonk. trernblmg. wish hidden «*- 
pl r aaa n a, Th* top of tbc hillock burst a aaaJi r 
aad tba gnat rocket fiasbed toward th* aaiiiih 
its motors pusbmg it at iacredibl* tpesd 

The Ferret aaassd. K* could see. in bis rnkdi 
eye. Haf*r ia the control chamher, Hooking oat 
through th* portholes ^''"g ta fright as the 
rocket gamed abataa*— aad mitead of lees^ng 
off, continued ta raw. He saw Kagsr roach fraa- 
tksSy for controls that would turn oat to be 
merely oaygm vshpes or intercom levers. 

'Again be 1— ~ T"¥**g th* rocket disap- 
pear ana taa ikies Hear it would be rpeedirg 
through tba last reaches of th* atmosphere, mta 
the black, eternal silacn of specs. Aad Free- 
dom would bee. For Hagar would never 



is the same of liberty. 

AFTER ALU the Ferret thought. b*>ad 
told Hagar everything be had wanted* to 
know. Bat Hagar hadn't asked what kind a/ 
flying ship it was. It looked a good deal Ek* 
the enemy's jets. Tba Ferret knew it was tba 
first experimental apace rocket, hidden in res 
cm when the mvaders cam*. A span rocket 
w^h cjmr^li fixed and kwk s d So 1 ir" M * h Jt 
stra^ht into space toward th* asaaaj 
THE END 
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ROUND THE CLOCK. ..ROUND THE WORLD 

+ by rout AMERICAN NATIONAL RED CROSS + 

occupational therapy for wounded veterans! 
first aid training centers; 

rescue alt in national disasters! 
blood for u3. casualties in korea! 
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MMS4 FREE TRIPS TO 
MY RED RYDER RANCH! 
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